
Water Coverage in your Homeowners Policy 

Imagine your drain backs up or your water pressure becomes low due to an underground pipe that 

becomes damaged. Do you know if you are covered? Water Back Up and Buried Utility Lines are 

important coverages to discuss with an insurance agent and consider when purchasing a policy.  

Water back up protects against water that enters or backs up from a sewer or drain within the covered 

dwelling. It cannot occur due to negligence such as flushing a tee shirt down the toilet. The typical 

exclusions are: flood, storm waters, and waves. Some insurance companies offer a small amount of 

water back up in the standard homeowners/renter’s policy, while others require the coverage to be 

purchased as an endorsement. 

Buried Utility Line coverage protects against a damaged utility line that provides service to or from 

property you own or are liable to repair. A good example of a buried utility line is the part of the sewer 

pipe that goes from the street to one’s home. Buried utility lines coverage is newer and typically has to 

be purchased as an endorsement. If your insurance carrier does not offer this coverage, you can 

purchase directly from a third-party company.  

Water back up and buried utility line coverages have a limit of liability and a deductible to consider. A 

covered loss under water back up would result in a claim against the policy while a loss under buried 

utility lines often times does not.  

If one of these unexpected situations occurs do you have the proper coverage? If you are not sure reach 

out to your insurance agent or another insurance professional to learn more and get the peace of mind 

you deserve.  
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